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SUBJECT: AMCIT APPEAL AGAINST MURDER CONVICTION DENIED 

1. ON FEBRUARY 27, 1975, A THREE JUDGE PANEL HEARD ALTON WAYNE 
MOORE'S APPEAL FROM HIS CONVICTION AND AUTOMOTIC DEATH SENTENCE 
FOR THE MURDER OF WALTER PITTS IN 1973. MOORE WAS CAPABLY RE- 
PRESENTED BY PUBLIC DEFENDER DEREK COURTENAY. 

2. ON MARCH 3, THE PANEL RULED THAT THE TRIAL JUDGE'S INTERVEN- 
TION AGAINST CRITICAL MEDICAL EVIDENCE SUPPORTING MOORE WAS 
INSUFFICIENT TO AFFECT THE JURY'S FINDING OF GUILTY AND CONSE- 
QUENTLY INADEQUATE TO SUPPORT MOORE'S REQUEST FOR A NEW TRIAL. 

3. MOORE'S FATE NOW LIES WITH GOVERNOR RICHARD POSNETT WHO, 

AFTER RECEIVING THE REPORT OF A "PREROGATIVE OF MERCY COMMITTEE," 
WILL REVIEW THE CASE AND DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT TO GIVE CLEMENCY. 
OF SEVEN MURDER CONVICTIONS FROM 1970 THROUGH 1974, ALL BUT 
THREE HAVE BEEN COMMUTED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. ALL THOSE 
EXECUTED HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF MURDERING POLICEMEN. 

4. 1 RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT INSTRUCT ME TO MAKE APPROPRIATE REPRE- 
SENTATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE COMMITTEE. ASKING CLEMENCY 
FOR MOORE EQUIVALENT TO THAT GRANTED BRITISH SUBJECTS IN SIMILAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES. MY INCLINATION WOULD BE TO DO THIS IN A LETTER 
WHICH I WOULD DELIVER TO THE GOVERNOR IN PERSON ALONG WITH AN 
ORAL PRESENTATION IN A SIMILAR VEIN. AN IDENTICAL LETTER MIGHT 
BE SIMULTANEOUSLY DELIVERED TO THE COMMITTEE. 
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ON MARCH 3, 1975, THE COURT OF APPEALS AFFIRMED THE MURDER 
CONVICTION AND SENTENCE OF MR. ALTON WAYNE MOORE, A CITIZEN 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE DE- 
CISION WHETHER OR NOT TO GRANT THE MERCY OF CLEMENCY NOW 
FALLS UPON YOUR EXCELLENCY AFTER RECEIPT OF THE FINDINGS OF 
THE PREROGATIVE OF MERCY COMMITTEE. 

THE EVIDENCE ON WHICH MR. MOORE WAS CONVICTED WAS CIRCUMSTAN- 
TIAL IN NATURE, AND, AS ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE TRIAL JUDGE IN 
HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JURY, CONTAINED CONTRADICTORY 
TESTIMONY BY KEY PROSECUTION WITNESSES. 

I HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE RESPECT- 
FULLY TO EXPRESS THE LATTER'S CONFIDENCE THAT MR. MOORE WILL 
BE ACCORDED THE SAME CONSIDERATION FOR CLEMENCY AS YOUR 
EXCELLENCY WOULD GIVE A BRITISH SUBJECT IN SIMILAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES. GAWF 
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